Perspectives on Exile from within and without
In his essay ‘Reflections on Exile,’ Edward Said argues that the modern world's view of exile is instrumental and political, lacking sufficient empathy, viewing it as the other. As it is a text with many nuances and arguments, I’d like to guide you through my thoughts with some of my favorite highlights from Said’s essay. Thinking about exile is, of course, an appealing[footnoteRef:1] – and ‘easy’ subject. You can ponder the distant other and the other's story, make judgements, freely comment and offer suggestions as it does not affect your existence, it will only make you think: exile is not yours, it is someone else's. But if you find yourself on the side of exile, it takes on a completely different meaning and dimension. This is looking at exile from the inside... [1:  Said, “Reflections on Exile.”, p. 173] 

Born in Jerusalem, speaking Arabic at home and English outside, completing his education in Western schools and joining academic life in America, Said, because of these characteristics, could not feel himself to be entirely Arab or Western. When we look at Said's essay, we also see the impact of his life story – though he has not been exiled as he left voluntarily, he will expand his perspective by observing exiled poets and writers. One thing of Said that makes me think is his distinctions of exiles, refugees, expatriates and émigrés:[footnoteRef:2] if he had been writing this now, he would have had to read more, observe even more, as he has said at the time, is the time of refugee, whereas now feels even more of time of refugee. I will brush away this thought for now. [2:  p. 181 ] 

Said’s questions are pertinent, he asks, ‘If true exile is a state of irretrievable loss, why has it so easily become such a powerful, enriching theme in modern culture?’[footnoteRef:3] – I think that we can explain this as both an effort to understand the other, and a consequence of sociological, economic, cultural, and political reality. Exile and the effort to re-exist creates a powerful attraction for the modern world, as seen in cinema and literature, however, according to Said literature and religion disregard the worldly and historical reality of exile as a social construct. 	Comment by Esra Gündem: This is in italic because of the nuance, it is a point I will reflect more in my essay. [3:  p. 173] 

 My body is here, my soul is in my homeland... 	Comment by Esra Gündem: Relevant poetry quote by me.
Said later also evaluates exile in the context of nationalism[footnoteRef:4], exile strengthens nationalistic feelings: increasing attachment to language, culture and traditions in a subconcious attempt to block its destructive affects. In exile there is a rupture in ones self and history that commands relief from the home that was snatched – and to feel like an exile, you must feel you belong to a place – so to me, exile and nationalism goes hand in hand. 	Comment by Esra Gündem: ‘Nationalism is about groups; but exile is a loneliness experienced outside the group: the deprivation that comes from not being able to be with the community.’  [4:  p. 176] 

Circling back, as I have mentioned, Said addresses exile in the works of writers[footnoteRef:5] (Mahmoud Darwish's poetry, Joseph Conrad's stories) and draws attention to ‘the effort to transform the feeling of loss.’ Here, Said arrives at a conclusion, he says, ‘Much of the life of an exile is spent building a new world to compensate for the feeling of loss. That is why many exiles become writers, chess players, political activists or intellectuals.’[footnoteRef:6] According to Said's observations, in the works of thinkers such as Weil, Adorno and Derrida,[footnoteRef:7] exile appears as both dangerous and creative - he redefines this as, the life of an exile seems to be a constant process of adaptation and redefinition, and yes, the lost sense of belonging can be transformed into creativity and intellectual production. [5:  pp. 174-175, p. 179]  [6:  p. 181]  [7:  pp. 183-185] 

Last thoughts, Said is an intellectual who has been able to view the phenomenon of exile both from the outside and the inside, and his discourse on exile is pertinent and powerful. He has been able to move from events to facts – that I find very fascinating. For last, I’d like to highlight my favorite quote to explore later:
‘…Exile is a jealous state.’[footnoteRef:8] [8:  p. 178] 
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