Floris van Leeuwen
Ethics for A-Level 

Andrew Fisher & Mark Dimmock 
A Book that covers multiple philosophies within ethical philosophy. 
I’ll be reviewing chapter 1, section 1 to 4.

1. Utilitarianism an Introduction.

Utilitarianism argues that the consequences of actions are the dictator of the morality of a subject’s actions and that a moral action is one that maximises the most amount of pleasure or happiness and minimizes the amount of pain too us and people generally. 

Following from this, one must consider the amount of pleasure and pain each action causes. This is rather demanding. Suppose you treat yourself to lunch, you cause yourself to feel pleasure. But if you would’ve given the money it costs to an orphanage it would’ve caused multiple people more pleasure. This theory could cause you to constantly self-sacrifice. It seems to take a constant devotion to calculate every possible consequence of every action.

2. Hedonism. 

The text goes on to explain hedonism. Bentham (the founder of classical utilitarianism) was indeed a hedonistic utilitarian. Hedonism is a theory that decides a subject’s success in life solely on the bases of the amount of happiness or pleasure. Therefore, the more you experience pleasure or happiness the more successful your life is. It doesn’t matter where said happiness or pleasure came from.  
According to the theory of hedonism Epicurus (341-270 BC Ancient Greece), the primary indicator of good for a person is pleasure. This means that pleasure is always good for a person in and of itself, so less pleasure would be inherently bad. 

This theory ignores that sometimes one must temporarily suffer in the present, in order to enjoy a future accomplishment. To skip out of some pleasures in the moment itself to achieve a goal may lead to initial suffering at first, but it leads to a better kind of pleasure, a meaning. The suffering for an accomplishment is sometimes the pleasure itself.

	




3. Nozick’s experience machine.

An argument is stated here (opposing hedonism).
This argument asks that if there is a machine that gives you any experience desired, making accomplishments, traveling, anything. You would not know it wasn’t real and would be floating in a tank all the while.
Would you step in? 

It challenges its reader to realise that there is more than just happiness or pleasure, it displays a desire for reality. But if you would follow hedonism, you would step in.
Which has its benefits, it guarantees happiness and all the pain and responsibility of reality is forgotten. 

4. The Foundations of Bentham’s Utilitarianism.

Bentham based he’s theory of utilitarianism on hedonism.
A theory that promotes the creation of pleasure and avoids pain to maximize success in life. Bentham states that the measure of right and wrong is thus the amount of happiness an action produced.

A question that arises at this point, is how one can find out how much happiness an action produces. An action could have unforeseen consequences, good or bad, which are not accounted for in this theory.

This theory is still based on the mere consequences of one’s actions and ignores its intention. Imagine you find yourself falling down and knocking an old man over by accident, this kills him. According to Bentham you did a very wrong thing. 
But turns out, the man was going to kill multiple people afterwards, now you did good. Your actions didn’t change but the morality did. This is why I think this theory is impossible to apply. 

Sources:
-https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1wc7r6j.5
(Ethics for A-level, chapter 1 Utilitarianism).

   
  












 



